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Jury members

Yolande Kouznetsov (France)
Svetlana Eganian (Russia)
Achille Gallo (Italy)

Ian Jones (UK)

Leo de Maria (Spain)
Krystian Tkaczewski (USA/Poland)
Luca Torrigiani (Italy)



Yolande Kouznetsov (France)

French artist, from a family of concert pianists originally from Russia, Yolande Kouznetsov
will complete her study at the Regional Conservatory, then at the National Conservatory of
Music and Dance in Lyon(France), where she will obtain her Masters in performing musician,
pedagogy and the Certificate of Aptitude in piano teaching with renowned teachers (Pierre
Pontier, Florent Boffard, Marie Claude Aboulker, Edson Elias, Serguei Kouznetsov, Svetlana
Eganian). Yolande is reqularly invited to international music festivals, whether as a concert
pianist or as a jury. Her performances are also rewarded at international competitions: in
May 2019, she won the 1Ist prize and a special prize at the international piano competition
of Cantu (Italy). She has also performed many times with orchestra, notably at festivals in
France, Russiaand Germany. Versatile artist, she likes to mix visualand musical arts. Among
her last significant artistic experiences, she set up several performance projects combining
music and image, music and live painting. In 2021, she was called upon to appearin a scene
of the TV movie “Intraitable” shot in Beaune (France) with the actor Fred Testot, where we
can hear her perform the very beautiful standard “The man | love” by G. Gershwin. Yolande
is co-artistic director of the Lyon International Pi-
ano Competition (France), a major event in the city
that takes place every year at the beginning of July.
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Svetlana Eganian (Russia)

Svetlana Eganian was educated at the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in Mos=
cow by prestigious teachers such as Bella Davidovich and Zinaida Ig-
natieva, a disciple of the legendary Samuel Feinberg. She successfully
obtained the four first prizes with distinction (soloist, chamber musi-
cian, teacher and accompanist- partner of opera singers) appraised by
~prominent jury members of the Russian school as Tatiana Nicolaeva,
_ Dmitrii Bashkirov, Evgenii Malinin, Lev Naumov, Serguei Dorenski... She
moved to France and since then teaches at the National Superior Con-
servatory of Music and Dance of Lyon. President and Artistic Director
of the G.C.I.P Competition also of International Piano Competition in
Lyon and of International Music Festival and competition in Paris , she
is member of jury of many international's piano competitions in the
W world and continued her concert career with her faithful partners such
| as Mark Drobinsky (cello), Georges Wanis (tenor), Frangois Durand (vio-
la), Yolande Kouznetsov (pianos duet) in France and abroad. She per-
formed under the baton of Maestros Jean-Luc Balthazar (Belgium), Edward Ambartsumyan
(Russia)and Christian Fitzner (Germany). Her various recordings have been praised by the press:
Impeccable  virtuosity, her impressive  technique, coupled with clari-

ty of vision and high sensitivity, allow her to go deep in the soul of the works .."
“Epic when it's necessary, always lyrical, she knows how to maintain the mystery (...)
“The clarity of the plans, the freshness and vitality of the interpretation and the sub-
tlety of the touch are worth listening (... Michel Le Naour - “The World of Music”
and after a recital devoted to A.Scriabine Philippe Andriot wrote in the All-Lyon:
“...The virtuoso showed an unusual technique, made of fluidity and transparency. Her major qual-
ity, exceptional purity of style, allows the summits too little known like the eighth sonata to reach
a power of seduction able to touch the less initiated public ...” Philippe Andriot -Le tout Lyon.
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Achille Gallo (Italy)

Eclectic musician, imaginative, passionate, uncon-
ventional, far from academic formalisms he sinks the
roots of hismusic trainingin the tradition of the great
piano schools of Fausto Zadra(Vincenzo Scaramuzza
and Carlo Zecchi traditions) at the prestigious “Ecole
Internationale de Piano”in Lausanne(Switzerland). He
is considered one of the Italian leading pianists of his
generation. Finalist and awarded in national and in-
ternational competitionsin 1994 he has been Solo-Fi-
nalist at the “International Piano Competition Eduard
Flipse” in Rotterdam (Netherlands), the only Italian
in the history of the competition. He is concertizing
extensively in international Piano Festivals (Rotter-
dam, Venice, Valencia, Brussels, Istanbul, Moscow,
Vancouver, Rome, Lausanne) as soloist, chamber
musician and symphony orchestras (Istanbul Devlet
Symphony Orchestra, Czech National Symphony Or-
chestra, Orchestra Sinfonica “Gaetano Donizetti”)un-
der the conducting of Rengim Gokmen, Peter Mianiti,
Josif Conta, Alessandro Molinari. His discography
boasts 7 CDs for prestigious record labels such as Neos Music GmbH, Velut Luna, Phoenix Clas-
sics, Xclassics Records which include the complete chamber music of Frank Bridge and Frederic
Chopin receiving flattering appreciation from international press (Diapason Revue, Classical CD,
Gramophone Magazine, American Record Guide, Music Web International Review, Classic Voice,
Skug Journal of Music, Colonnesonore.net, Dissonance). Artistic Director and founder of the In-
ternational Piano Competition “FAUSTO ZADRA" he serves often as Jury member in prestigiousin-
ternational piano competitions. Piano Professor at the European Piano Open Academy in the Ad-
vanced Yearly Master Courses for Professional Performers in Italy he gives regularly international
master classesin Italy, Spain, Russia, Serbia, Poland, Canada, etc. The USA website “Classical Pia-
nist of the future” has included Achille Gallo in the “Top 155 Pianist of the future” as “a Master of the
piano considered aninfluentialand prominent figure in the world music industry”. His album “Cho-
pin: 14 Waltzes" released on 2020 for Xclassics Records is actually on the top positions on Apple
and iTunes worldwide music charts. Achille Gallo is represented by GAC Music Management in NY.
'l www.achillegallo.com / www.baf-music.com/team/achille-gallo
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